
Year 5 Living Things and their Habitats Strand: Biology 

Big Questions: Do all species reproduce in the same way?

Big idea: Living things are special collections of matter that make copies of themselves, use energy and grow. Animals and plants have evolved over 

millions of generations into different forms in order to survive in the environments in which they live.

Topic vocabulary 

ecosystem All the plants and animals that live 
in a particular area together and 
the relationship between them 
and the environment

biodiversity the variety of animals and plant 
life in a particular environment

life cycle a series of stages of development 
starting with a fertilized egg in 
animals or a seed in many plants

adaptation Gradual changes that happen to 
living things to allow them to 
survive in the conditions of the 
rainforest

deforestation The cutting down of trees and 
forests to allow a different land 
use.

global 
warming 

The rise in the average 
temperature of the Earth's 
surface.

epiphyte Plants which live on the branches 
of trees high up in the canopy of 
the tropical rainforest.

humid When the air holds a lot of 
moisture.

species A type of organism that is the 
basic unit of classification. 
Individuals of different species are 
not able to interbreed 
successfully.

Adaptation of a Spider Monkey Rainforest Food Web 

George Washington 
Carver

1860s –1943
- prominent American 

scientist and 
inventor in the early 
1900s

Plant adaptations

Drip tips:  plants have leaves with 
pointy tips. This allows water to 

run off the leaves quickly without 
damaging or breaking them.

Buttress roots - large roots have 
ridges which create a large surface 
area that help to support large 
trees.

Life cycle of a 
butterfly


